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Water softens shale below saturated sandstone

Sliding along wet shale layer,
which acts as a lubricant

Slide debris dams river




San
Cristobal
Lake --
Slum-
gullion
slide



Setting of Slumgullion Landslide
, _ | - San Juan Mountains, CO

Head of
landslide
marked by a
scarp

N

Weak materials moving down a
gentle slope (7-10 ) due to abundant
water
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